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West Anglia Task Force
On the 27 October, the West Anglia Task Force 
launched their report calling for substantial 
upgrading of the rail line between Cambridge 
and London Liverpool Street, and they chose 
Bishop’s Stortford as the place to do it.
In its report, the West Anglia Taskforce has set out the 
powerful need for investment in the West Anglia Main Line. 
It is essential to sustain economic growth and provide the 
step change in connectivity that communities along its entire 
length desperately need.

The announcement of the new franchise with Abellio is the 
first step towards achieving this step change in connectivity, 
for which a package of measures is required:

• New better performing trains for inner London services   
 are on order and will be delivered in 2018/19

• The STAR project will improve service between Stratford  
 and Angel Road and will be delivered in 2018

• Network Rail’s review of crossings has the potential to   
 contribute to line speed improvements and reliability

• The train operator will examine the scope for timetable   
 adjustments within existing constraints, including the   
 introduction of earlier trains to Stansted Airport

• The commitment to introduce a complete set of new   
 trains by 2020 could mean faster journeys on some   
 services

•  Four-tracking the railway between Coppermill Junction   
 and Broxbourne by 2026 as an early phase of Crossrail   
 2 would provide the biggest bonus for passengers. It   
 would benefit people travelling to and from outer London  
 destinations, as well as supporting metro services and   
 housing growth

• Four-tracking is the essential precursor to Crossrail 2   
 which by 2033 will supercharge connectivity between   
 Surrey, London and Hertfordshire and provide an   
 important gateway to the Anglian Region

Investing in the railway is essential to bringing jobs, homes 
and businesses together and to unleash the potential of this 
rapidly growing corridor

A copy of the full Taskforce’s report is available online at: 
www.upgradewaml.co.uk

The launch was led by Sir Alan Haselhurst, MP and the 
speakers included Rail Minister Paul Maynard, London 
Deputy Mayor for Transport, Val Shawcross CBE, London 
Stansted CEO Andrew Cowan.  Abellio’s plans were 
explained by Jonathan Denby and the business perspective 
was given by Chamber President Bob Lee.

The West Anglia Taskforce includes a diverse group of people 
and organisations, including LEP’s, local authorities, Crossrail 
Network Rail, MP’s among others.

The target is London to Stansted in 40 minutes, London to 
Cambridge in 60.
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The Chamber took part in the Town’s biggest business 
event, Bishop’s Stortford Means Business, held at Rhodes 
on 19 October. This popular annual event has been taking 
place since 2001, and once again, it proved to be a great 
success. Several new members were signed up on the spot.

Bookings for next year are 
already strong, with over 
40% of the stands being 
reserved. The date is 18 
October 2017, if you would 
like to know more, email 
exhibition@bsmb.co.uk.
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Chamber  
Annual Quiz

BSMB

Once again, Price Bailey went off with the honours 
at the Annual Chamber Quiz. Paul Winspear was the 
quizmaster at the event which took place on 13 October.  
11 teams took part and together, a total of £1,107.20 
was raised for the Chambers Charity, St Elizabeth’s 
Hospice.

Time to start swotting up for next year’s quiz, we can’t 
let Price Bailey win again.

S U P P O R T I N G

Bill’s Restaurant, Bishop’s Stortford 
15 North St, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2LD 

Tuesday 10th January 2017
8am for 8.30am

Nuffield Health 
Specialist in You

£15 prebooked • £17.50 on the day
(Bookings cancelled after 5th January 2017 will be charged)

New Chamber Members
Nicola Chambers Pardon Chambers Architects

Margaret Stapleton brand2promote Ltd 

Nicola Westcott Westcott Wills

Jayne Day Jayne Day Flexible Admin Solutions

Paula Pegg Tranquil IT Solutions Ltd

Claire Aspell Virtual CA Ltd

Hannah Morrice River Life Massage

Michaela Nesbitt Bill’s Restaurant

Forthcoming Events
6 December  Chamber Breakfast

16 December Quarterly Business Lunch

10 January  Chamber Breakfast
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Chamber Committee
If you think you can bring something to the running of 
Bishop’s Stortford Chamber of Commerce, please let Daliah 
know. We are looking for new Committee members to give 
us some fresh input.

Members’ Offer 
Nuffield Health are 
offering Chamber members 
COMPLIMENTARY 7 DAY 
MEMBERSHIPS.
The offer is limited so please 
contact Iryna Moulding  
on 01279 507 002 or email:  
iryna.moulding@nuffieldhealth.com to ensure you 
don’t miss out. 
If you have an offer for Chamber Members, please let 
Daliah know.

Helping businesses 
manage their fire risks
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service is helping to build 
safer businesses across the county.

During the Chief Fire Officers Association (CFOA) UK Business 
Safety Week (5 - 11 September 2016) Hertfordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service was working with businesses across the county 
to help keep workplaces safe from fire risk.

Fire safety inspecting officers and operational crews visited 
businesses, giving information on fire safety training, fire drills, 
reducing false alarms and the risk of arson.

Richard Thake, Cabinet Member for Community Safety, 
said: “Business Safety Week is scheduled at a time when 
many businesses are recruiting seasonal staff in the run up 
to Christmas. It’s a great opportunity to remind all employers 
of the need to review fire risk assessments and training and 
make sure staff know the importance of fire safety.

“We advised business on how to manage the risks and 
hazards, potentially saving lives and safeguarding against 
financial and commercial loss”

Fire station open days in September will be reinforcing these 
messages with business and the public.

CFOA President Paul Hancock said: “Business Safety Week is a 
reminder to businesses that fire and rescue services are here to 
offer advice and help in making the workplace safe from fire.

“We ask employers to make this a priority by contacting us 
if they haven’t addressed fire safety, reviewing arrangements 
and training staff regularly. Not complying with the law can 
lead to financial penalties or, if the worst happens, loss of 
livelihoods and lives.”

For further comment, please contact:
Richard Thake, Cabinet Member for Community Safety, via 
the press office on 01992 556802
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Survey of the Membership
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Earlier in the year, the committee of the Chamber undertook a 
survey of the membership in order to gather feedback and to 
provide an opportunity for members to help shape the future 
of the organisation.  Many thanks to everyone who took the 
time to participate and it was great to see such a high take-
up rate. The results are now available on the new Chamber 
website and the full report can be downloaded. 

It was encouraging to note that 45% of the responses 
received were from new joiners and that 85% overall felt 
that the Chamber was currently fulfilling their business 

needs. Almost every member was looking to the Chamber 
for networking opportunities and to generate new business, 
but almost as many were happy to get involved in, and to 
support, the local community as well.

All suggestions regarding how the Chamber can be improved 
will be worked through and the survey should be regarded 
as part of an ongoing process of communication between 
the committee and the membership. Further comments or 
suggestions should please be made to   
secretary@bschamber.org.

Sponsor Opportunity 
Would your company like to sponsor the Noticeboard?
Noticeboard is printed 6 times a year and distributed to all Chamber 
members, business contacts, libraries and points of information. Sponsors get an 
advertisement as a part of the package, which costs only £100. 
Please contact Daliah, Chamber Secretary on: 01279 505 953
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West Anglia Task ForceOn the 27 October, the West Anglia Task Force 

launched their report calling for substantial upgrading of the rail line between Cambridge 
and London Liverpool Street, and they chose 
Bishop’s Stortford as the place to do it.In its report, the West Anglia Taskforce has set out the 
powerful need for investment in the West Anglia Main Line. 
It is essential to sustain economic growth and provide the 
step change in connectivity that communities along its entire 
length desperately need.
The announcement of the new franchise with Abellio is the 
first step towards achieving this step change in connectivity, 
for which a package of measures is required:• New better performing trains for inner London services   
 are on order and will be delivered in 2018/19• The STAR project will improve service between Stratford  
 and Angel Road and will be delivered in 2018• Network Rail’s review of crossings has the potential to   
 contribute to line speed improvements and reliability• The train operator will examine the scope for timetable   
 adjustments within existing constraints, including the   
 introduction of earlier trains to Stansted Airport• The commitment to introduce a complete set of new   
 trains by 2020 could mean faster journeys on some   
 services
•  Four-tracking the railway between Coppermill Junction   
 and Broxbourne by 2026 as an early phase of Crossrail   
 2 would provide the biggest bonus for passengers. It   
 would benefit people travelling to and from outer London  
 destinations, as well as supporting metro services and   
 housing growth
• Four-tracking is the essential precursor to Crossrail 2   
 which by 2033 will supercharge connectivity between   
 Surrey, London and Hertfordshire and provide an   
 important gateway to the Anglian RegionInvesting in the railway is essential to bringing jobs, homes 
and businesses together and to unleash the potential of this 
rapidly growing corridor

A copy of the full Taskforce’s report is available online at: 
www.upgradewaml.co.uk
The launch was led by Sir Alan Haselhurst, MP and the 
speakers included Rail Minister Paul Maynard, London 
Deputy Mayor for Transport, Val Shawcross CBE, London 
Stansted CEO Andrew Cowan.  Abellio’s plans were 
explained by Jonathan Denby and the business perspective 
was given by Chamber President Bob Lee.The West Anglia Taskforce includes a diverse group of people 
and organisations, including LEP’s, local authorities, Crossrail 
Network Rail, MP’s among others.The target is London to Stansted in 40 minutes, London to 
Cambridge in 60.
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Mark Prisk, MP for Hertford & Stortford

2017: Year of Opportunity?...

Friday 16th December
12pm for 12.30pm
Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club

Price £25
Includes VAT

Places are strictly limited, to book yours, please email 
Chamber Secretary, Daliah at secretary@bschamber.org
Open to members and non members.


